2022 Swing Into Spring Tournament Rules

TOURNAMENT – GENERAL:
· No player can turn 13 before 1/1/2023. Birth Certificates, Rosters and USA certification are required. All coaches must be USA compliant.
· Coaches must check in 30 minutes prior to their first game.
· Each team must provide its own insurance coverage, First Aid needs and supplies.
· A 12” ball will be used
· Any game suspended for any reason will be resumed at the point of suspension.
· A maximum of 9 fielders can be used.
· Teams must field a minimum of 8 players by game time. Those who fail to do so will forfeit that game.
· One umpire per game with 2 in the semi-finals and championship game.
· Cheering is encouraged. Derogatory comments, chants or gestures toward opposing team players by coaches and/or fans will not be tolerated. Umpires discretion is final.
· In the event of inclement weather, the tournament director reserves the right to change the format.

GAMES – GENERAL:
· USA Softball JO Fast Pitch rules apply except as modified in these tournament rules.
· Lineups are to be exchanged by teams no less than 10 minutes before each game.
· All substitutions are to be made through the home plate umpire.
· Home team in pool play will be decided by a double coin toss. Home team will be the official scorekeeper. Teams are encouraged to verify scores after each complete inning.
· All games except Semi-Final and Championship will have a 1 hour and 30 minute drop dead timer from the start of the game. Umpires will determine the official start time. Current batter will finish their turn at bat if the drop dead timer goes off, and the score will be final after that at-bat has ended.
· If a single elimination game remains tied after 7 innings, the USA tie-breaker will be used. Under this rule, each team starts the inning with the player who completed the last official at bat as a base runner on 2nd base. Each subsequent inning will start the same until a winner has been determined.
· Pool play games can end in a tie score.
· USA Mercy Rule in effect, 15 runs after 3 innings, 12 runs after 4 innings, 8 runs after 5 innings.

PITCHING
· The pitchers mound will be 40’ from home plate.
· Pitchers will be allowed 5 warm-up pitches per inning. A new or relief pitcher will be allowed 8 pitches.
· Lookback Rule is in effect.
BATTING:
· Coaches have the option to bat their entire roster throughout the tournament if they so choose. 
· If batting entire roster and a player is injured or disqualified and cannot take their turn at bat, an out will be recorded should that batter’s spot come up.
BASE RUNNING:
· Runner cannot intentionally crash into a defensive fielder who is holding the ball. Umpires discretion is final.
COURTESY RUNNERS:
· For pool play, a courtesy runner may be used for the pitcher or catcher. If a player is available on the bench, that player shall be used. If all players are in the lineup, the courtesy runner shall be the previous batter that is not on base.
· For elimination games, the courtesy runner must be a player that has not been in the lineup. If no players are available that have not been in the lineup, no courtesy runner may be used. A courtesy runner may only run for one person (i.e. the pitcher, or the catcher, but not both).
TIE BREAKER RULE FOR SEEDING:
· Win % in pool play
· Head to Head within bracket
· Runs allowed
· Run differential
· Coin Toss
